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between the Cardinal and the jewellers, the words:
"Approved. Marie Antoinette de France,"

With equal frankness, the d'Oliva disclosed the
part she had played in the scene in the park. Finally,
the Cardinal himself declared that he had been
deceived, and reproached Madame de La Motte with
all impostures of which she had been guilty. Her
line of defence was inadmissible, " It is the Cardinal
who stole the necklace," she said; " it was in accord-
ance with his orders that my husband and I had the
diamonds separated and sold. The luxury with which
I am reproached and which is alleged to have come
from the sale of the necklace is really the result of
the benefits bestowed on me by my friends, and
especially by the Cardinal."

No, the Prince de Rohan, the Grand Almoner of
France, was not a rogue or a thief; he was a man of
wild ambitions, a coxcomb deluded by an adventuress
of rare audacity, skill, and charm. The enigma was
made clear; the Cardinal had been the dupe of a
huge deception. But one very serious fact remained
equally clear: that the prelate had entered into rela-
tions with a worthless woman to buy a necklace for
the Queen, against the King's wishes, and that his
intrigues, his hopes, the part he played in the scene
in the garden, were so many insults to the Queen's
honor, to the royal dignity. " That was the crime,"
said Count Beugnot, "the crime for which respect
for religion, for the Royal Majesty, and for morality,
all of which had been outraged, demanded punish-